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Charity Information

Trustees

Kevin Price (Chair)

Phil Davies (Club Captain)

Anne Woods (Secretary)

Phil Hall (Treasurer)

Lucy Chambers

Izabel Grindal

Management Committee

Trustees, plus:

Helene Hill (Women’s Team Captain)

Simon Brazil (Men’s Team Captain)

Julie Holmes (Membership Secretary)

Nicky Hornzee

Sue Howarth

Andy Howarth

Peter Wedderburn

Independent Examiner

Steve Smith

Bankers

Lloyds Bank

Registered Address

c/o Bushy Park Sports Club

Pavilion Road

Teddington TW11 0EL

Charity Registration

Registered with the Charity Commission as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, 
Registration Number 1211783

2



Objectives and Activities

The Club’s objective is to promote community participation in healthy recreation 
through running.

This is delivered through a clear and consistent club philosophy:

• Encouraging participation in races and club events 

• Promoting a strong social and inclusive club community 

• Delivering high-quality, well-supported races, including the Wedding Day 7k, 
Green Belt Relay, River Relay and Cabbage Patch 10 

• Supporting participation and success in competitive athletics, including the 
Surrey Cross Country League 

In addition, the Club aims to maintain and grow membership, strengthen its local and 
national reputation, and support the wide range of groups and activities within the 
Club.

The Trustees have had due regard to Charity Commission guidance on public benefit 
and are satisfied that the Club’s activities support health, wellbeing, and community 
cohesion.

Achievements and Performance

This has been an important year for the Club, with the successful transition to 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) status, strengthening governance and 
supporting long-term sustainability.

The Club has continued to deliver a broad and inclusive programme of training, 
racing, and social activity, maintaining its reputation as a welcoming and supportive 
environment for runners of all abilities.

Membership remains strong at over 600 members.

The Club is now firmly based at Bushy Park Sports Club, which continues to provide 
an excellent base for training and social activity.

Events and Competition

The Club delivered a full programme of events:

• Cabbage Patch 10 

• Green Belt Relay 

• Wedding Day 7k 

• River Relay
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These events remain central to both community engagement and the Club’s financial 
sustainability and are made possible by a large and committed volunteer base.

The Club also competed widely in relay and league events, including the Welsh 
Castles Relay and Round Norfolk Relay, with strong participation across all levels.

At a national level, members continue to represent England and Great Britain in 
Masters competition. Notably, four Stragglers women achieved top 10 UK rankings in 
their age categories at marathon or half-marathon distance.

Coaching and Development

The Club continues to invest in coaching and development, including:

• Delivery of a Leader in Running Fitness course with England Athletics 

• Ongoing support for run leaders and coaches 

• A wide weekly programme of training sessions across multiple locations 
accommodating runners of all abilities and associated activities including 
strength & conditioning and cycling (Stragglists)

  The Club has also delivered a successful Couch to 5k programme, supporting new 
runners into the sport.

The achievement of 7 out of 7 England Athletics Club Standards reflects the 
strength of the Club’s governance and operations.
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Community and Charity Impact

The Club continues to make a significant contribution to the local community, 
donating over £25,000 to charitable causes during the year, with a focus on smaller 
local charities.

Charities which received donations from the club during the year include:

Financial Review

The Club had a successful year, financially, in its first year as a CIO. It remains 
financially highly stable.

For the year ended 2025–26:

• Income, including from events, was approximately £129,800 

• Overall, a small surplus of £2,392 was recorded 

Key contributions included:

• Membership subscriptions: £15,175 

• Surplus achieved from club-led events: £15,700 

The Club donated £25,318 to other charities during the year, using funds raised 
through the club’s events.

Expenditure has been focused on delivering member activities and maintaining Club 
operations, including:

• £31,800 spent directly on member activities and facilities, including 
• £10,500 paid to Bushy Park Sports Club for the Club’s use of its facilities 

and a  further £1,500 set aside for future projects to be jointly undertaken with 
BPSC. 

• Investment in competition entries, training, equipment, and social events 

ADHD Embrace

Clarendon School

Companion Cycling

Counselling Initiatives

Marie Curie

MDS Patient Support Group

Special Olympics UK

The Purple Elephant Project
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The Club has set aside funds for future investment and continues to maintain 
prudent reserves.

The Trustees are satisfied that the Club’s financial position is sound.

Structure, Governance and Management 

The Stragglers Running Club is a CIO, and as a charity operates under a 
constitution, last amended in July 2025.

New trustees are elected by the membership of the club, with a focus on the skills 
that are needed for the charity to continue to thrive and serve the sport of athletics. 
All trustees serve a maximum of three, three-year terms, being subject to election, by 
the members present, at an Annual General Meeting. Under the Constitution there 
must be between four and twelve trustees, and the current number is six, four of 
whom hold specific club roles (Chair, Club Captain, Secretary and Treasurer) with 
the other two having general responsibilities. 

The charity’s day-to-day activities are managed by the 
Management Committee, comprising the trustees and 
6-8 other members who have lead management 
responsibility for specific club activities. The 
Management Committee usually meets every six 
weeks or so.

Minutes of both trustee and management committee 
meetings are published in the members’ area of the 
club’s website.

Reserves Policy

The trustees have adopted a policy for the setting and management of financial 
reserves. Each of the club’s funds has its own reserve, to protect the club against 
unforeseen losses that might occur. The reserves policy is as follows:

Club Fund – the trustees have agreed that an undesignated reserve of £15,000 is an 
appropriate target sum, equivalent to approximately one year’s membership 
subscriptions. In practice the club fund reserve is currently in excess of this sum and 
the trustees’ financial strategy is to reduce the reserve to the target sum over three 
years though planned deficits. Progress will be carefully monitored by the trustees, 
and the reserves policy for this fund reviewed accordingly.

Race Funds (Green Belt Relay, Wedding Day Race, River Relay and Cabbage Patch 
10) – each fund has a target sum equivalent to approximately 50% of annual race 
expenditure, as a guard against an unforeseen late cancellation of an event.
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Other Funds – the trustees have maintained the club’s long-standing policy to hold in 
reserve funds raised in respect of activities that are currently dormant. There are two 
instances – Straggtri, for which a reserve is held pending any restart of the club’s 
activities; and Juniors, for which a grant received from England Athletics is held in 
reserve pending application to activities targeted at junior members (initiative has 
started in the 2026-27 financial year).

Future Plans

The Club is well placed to build on its strong foundations as a CIO.

Key priorities for the coming year include:

• Growing and diversifying membership, particularly attracting younger runners 

• Supporting competitive athletes while maintaining an inclusive approach 

• Strengthening links with local charities, retailers, and partners 

• Upgrading systems, including a new membership database 

• Improving digital presence across website and social media 

• Continuing to deliver high-quality events and community activity 

The Club will continue to rely on and support its strong volunteer base, which 
remains central to its success.

Approval

This report was approved by the Board of Trustees on July 1st 2026 and signed on 
its behalf by

Kevin Price, Chair of the Board of Trustees
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