
 

Annual General Meeting Minutes  
Thursday 17 July 2025 8.30pm start.    

In-person at Bushy Park Sports Club (with Zoom option to join)  
Welcome and overview of the evening 
Welcome and Introduction to Committee present 
  
Agenda for the AGM Meeting: 

● Introduction 
● Overview of the past 12 months of Stragglers activity,  
● Read out of the club Vision and Aspirations for the next 12 months, 
● Treasurer’s report and presentation of the club’s accounts,  
● A proposal to increase our membership subs for the next year,  
● Announcement of the first Trustee elections 
● An overview of our plans for the year ahead.  
● Q&A  

Apologies for absence 
Jackie Brown, Andy Howarth, Ingrid Venter, Chrissy Glew, Trish Gillespie, Helen Nance, Jim 
Sell, Merran Sell.  

Attendees - are listed at the end of this document both in person and online. 

Welcome and overview of the evening 
Kevin Price opened the meeting and introduced the Committee present. He explained that this 
is our first AGM since becoming a charity. Over the past year we have lost two special members 
and friends of many at The Stragglers. We lost Annie Mackie who had many friends at Little 
Feet and was a character loved by many and then we learned of the sad loss of Cathy Davis. 
Tonight, we remember them and all our absent friends from The Stragglers. 

Adoption of the minutes from the 2024 AGM held in September and the SGM in November 
The minutes were approved from the 2024 AGM. Thank you to Tracey Lenthall and Anne 
Woods for preparing them.   
It was voted unanimously to approve the minutes. 

A review of the last 12 months: 
Club overview – Kevin 
Our primary objectives as a club over the past 12 months has been to continue to promote our 
club philosophy, which is to: 

i. Encourage participation in our races and club events 
ii. Promote the camaraderie and social side of the club 
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iii. Deliver high-standard, well supported and enjoyable club races (Wedding Day; 
Green Belt Relay; River Relay, CP10), also our club championship races 

iv. Participation and success competing as a club in the Surrey XC league and 
other athletic events 

To maintain our level of club membership and appeal to new members from our community 

To build on the club’s reputation both locally and nationally 

To continue to support and encourage the different constituent parts of our club and to celebrate 
them as a whole to reflect the breadth of interest and activities in the club 

To promote the calendar of team events and to strive for individual and club success in the 
various race categories 
  
The Committee has also overseen the transition of the club to its new Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation status as part of its ambition to help the club plan for a vibrant and healthy future. 
We have also launched our new kit, renewed our partnership agreement with this club house – 
The Bushy Park Sports Club - continued to welcome new members to the club, offered week 
round training and socialising opportunities and enjoyed competitive success at team and 
individual level. 

We continue to run two successful grand-prixs each year and, since the last AGM have 
completed a successful 11-race Winter Grand Prix. And congratulations to Lex Prince and Sam 
Hawthorn, the winners of that Winter Grand Prix Series.  

We have also staged a full programme of club organised races, which remain ever popular and 
are brilliantly supported by many club members, either by competing or by volunteering to help 
make them a success. The first of these, back in October last year, was the Cabbage Patch 10 
race, the fifth time the race has been back in full management control of The Stragglers and 
under the direction of myself and Peter Wedderburn. This ever-popular race which has 2000 
entrants and sells out fast every year, is made particularly special by the support and 
enthusiasm of the army of Straggler marshals who line the Cabbage Patch course. So, thank 
you to all of you who volunteered and please do so again this year and sign-up to the marshal 
sheet when we publish it over the next few weeks.  

Then there was the Green Belt Relay in May, brilliantly organised by Peter Kennedy and Alex 
Cutting and now using this club facility as its end point after the 220-mile traverse around the 
green belt of London. If you haven’t competed or volunteered at this event before, I strongly 
recommend you do so. And just to add, at last night’s Green Belt Relay post-race get together, I 
presented the 2025 Stragglers Outstanding Contribution Award to Peter in recognition of the 
brilliant work Peter and his family have done in relation to GBR over many years. Coming up 
next week is the Wedding Day 7k, held in Bushy Park on the Hampton Hill side and with race 
leads Tracey Lenthall, Mark Thomas and Simon Brazil. and finally, the River Relay on 31 August 
this year, again a very popular race with many clubs returning each year which like the Green 
Belt Relay, will finish at this venue this year to allow us to have a great post-race celebration. 
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In terms of charity giving, our club now consistently donates well over £20,000 each year to a 
range of charities, with particular emphasis on smaller local charities in our community which is 
embedded in our charity donation policy, one of the things we are required to have in place by 
the Charity Commission. 

We also sent a team to the Welsh Castles Relay in June and will send a team to the Round 
Norfolk Relays in September, these two events being relays on the national stage. Relays closer 
to home include the Parkland Relays, Imber Court Relays and our own Memorial Relays which 
will be held in August, all very popular events with our members. 

We will shortly hear from our two team managers, Helene and Simon but I wanted to highlight 
some of our club’s achievements on the national stage. We continue to have a number of our 
runners representing England and Great Britain in master’s events, and also in triathlon. A 
particular shout out to our Straggler women who continue to excel in competition and in the UK 
rankings – we should be proud to note that The Stragglers now have four women in the top 10 
UK rankings at either marathon or half-marathon distances in their age-categories for this year - 
Congratulations to Sarah Holt, Merilyn Davies, Lisa Bailey and Nicky Hornzee. 

We are now firmly established at our club HQ, here at BPSC which provides excellent facilities 
and service to our members. Thursday nights remain our main club training session where we 
are provided with an excellent and very friendly service from the team here at BPSC – and a 
special shout-out to Guy, Owen and Sarah for their brilliant culinary delights produced each 
Thursday evening, at a reasonable cost to our members. We now have a dedicated Social 
Secretary in Peter Wedderburn and I hope you are enjoying the various social opportunities like 
the Marathon Season celebration, the new Tourism evenings (the next one is on Monday at 
Little Feet), our two annual pub crawls at Christmas and at Beating Bushy’s Bounds, The annual 
Awards Evening or regular mob-matches where we socialise with croissants and coffee. On the 
subject of Mob Matches, just a word about the brilliant support our members give to these social 
running get-togethers with 123 Stragglers turning up to beat 26.2 back in January and 150 
Stragglers turning up at Bushy Parkrun last month to beat Ranelagh.  We are planning more 
events, talks and socialising opportunities so do look out for these in Stragmail. 

Website and communications 
Stragmail remains the main club communications vehicle in its regular two-weekly newsletter 
slot. It goes out at 12pm sharp every other Wednesday. Over the past year, Stragmail has been 
brilliantly managed by Izabel Grindal and Nicky Hornzee, and Izabel has also kept us abreast of 
regular news items as our roving reporter. We continue to use WhatsApp as an immediate 
communication channel and will continue to build on our social media profile. 

Coaches 
In April, with the support of England Athletics, we hosted our own LiRF training session for 11 
Stragglers and 7 members of other local running clubs. This is just one initiative where we are 
forging closer links with other local clubs to support and raise the profile of amateur running in 
this part of South West London. We will continue to encourage more members to take up the 
Leader in Running Fitness qualification and support more of our member to train for coaching 
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qualifications. If anybody is interested in either of these, do let me or Sophie Biggs know – 
Sophie is now our Run Leader and Coaching Coordinator. 

Whilst on the subject of England Athletics, we should note that the club has achieved 7 out of 7 
EA Club Standards – you can find out more about those club standards on the EA website but 
this is a credit to the Committee and in particular Tracey Lenthall who has steered us on this 
journey.  

We continue to have a broad offer of training runs across the week, for all abilities and in 
different locations to appeal to our membership spread across Twickenham, Teddington, 
Kingston, Hampton, Surbiton and Thames Ditton. These include Little Feet, The Thames Ditton 
Group, runs on a Sunday from Kingston Gate in Richmond Park, our main Thursday night 
session and a range of speed and strength training sessions on a Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday led by our amazing coaches and session leaders. 

Also, in the past year we have delivered our third Couch to 5k programme with many of those 
participating going on to be new members of The Stragglers. 

Our Junior Handicap, led by the indomitable Merran Sell, remains a popular and well-supported 
event by juniors and their parents alike and is a unique initiative in this part of South West 
London which encourages young people to take up running or athletics. 

And a few words about The Stragglists, who were raised at last year’s AGM in the context of 
what that group’s relationship was to the main club. Dave Venter will give a short update on 

discussions and plans made over the past 12 months: 

Stragglists update - Dave Venter  
Dave informed the meeting that the Stragglists have held a series of meetings, and have agreed 
as a group that Stragglists will remain an aligned and a committed part of the club. He gave 
thanks to Sue and Ray for their significant contribution over the years and their continued 
support. Simon Flowers and Mark Patterson have stepped up to provide routes for Sundays. 
Dave confirmed that the aim of the Stragglists is to enable casual cycling in groups whilst 
supporting healthy exercise. All Stragglers are welcome, no-one will be left behind - Dave noted 
it is not a race!  
Future plans include to update the risk assessment and develop a website. We encourage all to 
take out insurance. In conclusion, Stragglists are pleased to remain part of the Stragglers 
community.  

Membership: 
Our membership currently stands at a healthy 603 registered members which is a similar 
number to this time last year made up of: 572 Adults, 16 Juniors, 11 Life members, 2 Social 
Members and 2 dogs). Dogs have remained steady since last year. We remain a club 
predominantly made up of veteran runners (veteran now being defined by EA as anybody aged 
35 years or above) with 89% of our membership in this age group. 
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This is a good point to flag some of the initiatives we would like to put more focus on in future, 
which are in addition to the various areas touched on this evening. This includes: 

- Making our social media more appealing to younger runners; after all, they will be the 
future members of this club. 

- Whilst remaining accessible to all, we wish to support and shine a light on our more 
talented runners, who have helped the club perform so well in the Surrey League and 
other competitions and to help attract other talented runners, both female and male to 
help us compete at the highest level in future. To help with this, Lisa Bailey will be our 
coordinator for our faster athletes. 

- As a charity, we will continue to build relationships with both local charities, but also local 
retailers and suppliers who can offer their goods and services at a discount to our 
members. 

- We have also begun work on identifying a new club database to manage our 
membership administration. We have been using Clubbuzz now for 10 years, a 
database which has been managed and nurtured patiently and brilliantly by Alan 
Mawdsley, but now is the time to find a better and more secure platform. 

We will also continue to develop our web presence, developing the website and look at other 
improvements in our communication and digital presence. 

The club’s vision and aspirations over the coming 12 month period – Kevin 
Our vision is to be a vibrant and inclusive running community that fosters a lifelong passion for 
running, camaraderie, and personal growth. As a fully constituted Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO), we are committed to providing a welcoming environment where members of 
all abilities feel valued, supported, and inspired to achieve their personal and collective goals. 
We strive to: 

• Promote participation, enjoyment, and excellence in running through high-quality 
training, social events, and well-organised races. 

• Deliver high-standard, well supported and enjoyable club races, including the Wedding 
Day 7k, Green Belt Relay, River Relay, Cabbage Patch 10, and club championship 
races. 

• Encourage club and individual success in cross-country leagues and other athletic 
competitions. 

• Build on our local and national reputation as a well-run, welcoming and successful club. 
• Build strong relationships within our community adopting a donations policy to maximise 

the impact of our charitable purpose and support. 
• Use digital innovation to improve communication and accessibility, ensuring all members 

stay connected and informed. 
Our club’s ethos lies in its people – the volunteers, athletes, and supporters who contribute to 
our shared values. We support and encourage the different constituent parts of our club and 
celebrate them as a whole to reflect the breadth of interest and activities in the club. We 
promote personal well-being and camaraderie, athletic achievement and the building of lasting 
friendships through the joy of running. 
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Overall: 
Kevin, the chair thanked:  

- All our group leaders for their inspiration and leadership. This includes Anne Woods and 
Trish Gillespie (Little Feet), Andy Howarth, Merran and Jim Sell (Thames Ditton Group 
and the Junior Handicap), Ray and Sue Cockle and Dave Venter (Stragglists), Ian 
Callendar (5k Handicap), Phil Davies (Thursday night session), our Coach Kev Best who 
has helped so many of us and especially our top athletes reach their full athletic 
potential, also Sophie Biggs who has given many of us the chance to harness our 
strength, conditioning and stability in multiple weekly led sessions, also Duncan Gaskell, 
Dave Brewin, Fraser Wigley and Mark Cannings and all our run leaders who happily 
support training sessions week in and week out; 

- He thanked those who manage our high-profile club races: Peter Wedderburn and the 
River Relay team including Phil Hall, Andy Howarth and John Parry, Peter Kennedy and 
Alex Cutting who organise the Green Belt Relay - and Tracey Lenthall, Mark Thomas 
and Simon Brazil for the Wedding Day 7k; 

- As well as race organisation, a huge amount of work goes into creating and managing 
our Relay Teams and a shout out to Chance Rowan who captained our Green Belt Relay 
teams this year and Robert and Heather Hodge who did a sterling job organising our 
venture to Wales for the Welsh Castle Relay in June and Phil Davies and Stuart 
Hambling who looked after us for the Round Norfolk Relay; 

- We continue to be blessed by the amazing and dedicated behind the scenes support 
from a number of key people including Izabel Grindal and Nicky Hornzee on our comms 
and Nicky has taken over management of our website, with some tech support from 
Brad Harrad. Alan Mawdsley, our database manager, Julie Holmes our Membership 
secretary, and Phil Hall, our amazing Treasurer, all of whom have kept the wheels of our 
club constantly turning; 

- Thanks too to Andy Howarth who has planned and managed both our Winter and 
Summer Grand Prixs in which about 300 of us have competed in the past year; 

- Kevin also thanked Tracey Lenthall who has served as our club secretary over the past 
year and is now stepping down from that post; 

- As a club, we are lucky to have the support and expertise of individuals such as Evan 
Bond and Jacob Law-Sales who look after our design needs; 

- Also thanks to the club’s committee, who all put in so much of their time and give so 
unselfishly to our club; 

- Finally, he thanked Helene Hill and Simon Brazil our Team Managers, for their amazing 
leadership over the past year and for leading our Women’s and Men’s teams, their 
reports on the year follow.  

Women’s Team Manager Report – Helene Hill 
Starting with the cross country season. Once again our women came 5th in the Surrey XC 
League Division 1. Sarah Holt was 1st, Lisa Bailey 2nd and Nic Douglas 4th W35; Nicky Hornzee 
was 3rd and Kate McIntyre 4th W45; and Sophie Biggs was once again 1st W50. 30 of our 
women took part across the 4 races, which is slightly more than last year, even though a few of 
our older stalwarts chose to run for Vets AC in the less punishing Division 2. There were a 
number of new faces among our cross country runners, including several from Sophie Biggs’ 
training group, and I hope we can build on this for the coming season. 
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At the Surrey County XC Championships in January, Lisa Bailey, Sarah Holt and Emma 
Henston were 11th, 12th and 13th respectively. At the Middlesex championships, Nic Douglas was 
3rd overall and Sophie Biggs was 9th. At the Surrey Masters XC, Nicky Hornzee was 1st W45 and 
Stragglers W55s won team silver, Phyllis Flynn was 1st W60. 
At the Priory XC Relays in November, our team of Nic Douglas, Sophie Biggs and Nicky 
Hornzee retained the women’s shield. Our B team was also 3rd. 

Now to road running. Our women are currently placed 4th in the Surrey Road League after five 
races, gaining maximum points and winning the women’s team prize in two of them, Ranelagh 
Half and Ranelagh 10k. In the 10k, which is the Surrey 10k championships, Lisa Bailey was 2nd 
Surrey woman overall and 1st W35, Sarah Holt and Harri Daniel were 2nd and 3rd W35s 
respectively. And Merilyn Davis currently heads the W65 table in the Road League. 
For the third year in a row we won the Imber Court Relays, with our vet team coming first 
overall. Lisa Bailey had the fastest women’s leg on the night. 
Sophie Biggs continues to amaze with incredible performances over ultra-marathon distances, 
many over very challenging terrain. For example, only recently she was not only first woman, 
but first overall in the 75k Serpent Trail race, held over heathland in Hampshire with over 1200 
feet of ascent. 

Finally, several of our women have qualified to wear an England vest and have competed in a 
number of 10k and half marathon races in them. These include Nicky Hornzee, Sally Boulton, 
Merilyn Davis, Lynda Chase, Sarah Holt and Claire Curtin. In the Swansea half marathon, 
where they competed against Wales and the UK Armed Forces, Nicky was 2nd W45, Sarah 3rd 
W40 and Merilyn 3rd W65 

Congratulations to them all and here’s to a great 2025/26 season. 
Men’s Team – Simon Brazil 
I am pleased to report on another busy and eventful year for the Stragglers Men, beginning with 
a review of the winter season and primarily the cross country season. The season began with 
our own championships with Dan Strang taking first place. 
This was a warm up for the Surrey League. The men compete in Division 2 and it turned out to 
be an exciting and rather tense campaign. The division comprises 4 fixtures of 10 teams. After 
the first 2 fixtures we found ourselves at the foot of the table and in danger of relegation to 
division 3. However the team rallied in the last 2 fixtures to finish 8th overall and avoid relegation 
by 61 points, it was a truly Great Escape!  
The cross country season is not just about the Surrey League, we had strong entries in many 
other events including the Reigate Priory Relay, London Championships, South of the Thames 
Championships, Surrey and Middlesex County Championships, Southern cross country 
Championships and of course the National Championships held this year at the home of  
Parliament Hill Fields.  A note for your diaries the first Surrey League fixture is just 11 weeks 
away! I need to thank Donovan Duffy for his help once again during the season with his focus 
on our faster runners. 

The winter is not just about cross country of course. On the road we had very strong entries at 
the Tadworth10 miles, Valentines 10K, Hampton Court and Wokingham Half Marathons and a 
particular favourite, the Leatherhead 10K. 
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Many of our men also represented the club in a number of spring marathons across the globe 
from Boston, Massachusetts to Milton Keynes Buckinghamshire. 

Many of our men are performing well in their respective age categories. For example, Crispin 
Allen was 1st in his age category at the Valentines 10K and 2nd at the Ranelagh 10K. 
Steve Smith was 1st in his age category at the Richmond / Ranelagh Half Marathon and 
subsequently 1st place in his age category for the Surrey Championships. More recently 
Malcolm Fletcher finished in 1st place in his age category at the Wimbledon Trail Series. 

We are currently competing in the summer Surrey Road League. The men are currently in 8th 
place out of 36 teams with 2 fixtures remaining. The finale is at our own Wedding Day 7k race. I 
am expecting a top 5 finish or higher. 

I always like to end my report by thanking all the men who took part in any of the races that we 
targeted over the past year. Thank you all for your time and commitment representing the club. 

Treasurer's report – Phil Hall 
The Stragglers club accounts for 2024-25 where presented. Five appendices were attached on 
the AGM webpage on the Stragglers website:  

1. Statement of financial activities (including summary income and expenditure account) for 
2024-2025 

2. Breakdown of Statement of Financial Activities for “unrestricted funds” for 2024 - 25  
3. Breakdown of Statement of Financial Activities for “restricted Funds” for 2024-25 
4. Club Balance Sheet at 31st March 2025 
5. Supporting notes to the Statement of Financial Activities and Balance Sheet   

Phil gave an overall summary of the clubs financial position which remains positive. He 
explained that the Statement of Financial Activities gives a high-level summary of the club’s 
financial activity for 2024-25. Overall, the club recorded a small deficit on its unrestricted funds 
of £1,105 on a turnover of just under £119,000.  
The second appendix shows how this figure breaks down over the various “unrestricted” funds. 
Of particular note are:  Membership subscriptions contributed £12,582, Cabbage Patch 10 
contributed a net surplus of £11,000 to club funds, ur other three events contributed a further 
£1,500. £1,866 has been set aside for a potential corporation tax liability.  The club made 
payments of £8,938 to Bushy Park Sports Club as part of our membership and use of its 
facilities.  Including BPSC, a total of £24,841 was spent directly on activities and facilities for 
club members. This also included nearly £6,500 on free entries to Summer and Winter Grand 
Prix events and entries to cross-country and relay events; over £700 on new equipment; nearly 
£600 to support our top athletes to compete for the club in national events; £1,220 on awards; 
and £2000 to support social events and mob matches.  The contribution from CP10 has enabled 
the committee to set aside £4,000 for further investment in the club in future years.  In total the 
club was able to donate £24.060 to charities from the income raised by our events.  The 
Stragglers continue to support the operation of the Junior Handicap with a financial contribution 
of £626.  Straggtri is currently dormant with the balance held pending future resumption of 
activity.  
The third appendix shows a breakdown of “restricted” funds. The main activities here were the 
use of the Peter White legacy to fund training costs for run leaders.  
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The fourth appendix shows that the club’s Balance Sheet remains strong, with the opportunity 
for the club to invest in further developments and activities for members in future years.  
Finally, the fifth appendix provides a supplementary breakdown and supporting notes to the club 
activities as part of the financial statement and should be read in conjunction with Appendix 2.  
The honorary auditor, Steve Smith, was thanked for his review of these accounts. 
The floor was opened for questions: 

1. A member was curious about how much The Stragglers have currently got in the bank. 
Answer: The exact figure was not known but circa £40,000.  

2. A member asked about the figure set aside for tax liability - corporation tax is payable on 
trading surpluses, and so the figure represents 19% of the surplus from the Cabbage 
Patch 10.  

It was voted unanimously to approve the accounts. 

Election of honorary audit 
Thanks to Steve Smith for his third year of service as Honorary Auditor to the club. Steve was 
voted in to carry on being our Honorary Auditor. 
It was voted unanimously to approve the re-election of the Honorary Auditor.  

Proposal to increase membership subscriptions for 2025-26 
It was proposed to increase the club fees from £25 to £26 in order to maintain our offer to 
members at the current level.  
It was voted unanimously to approve the increase. 

The floor was opened for questions for the Treasurer: 
1. A member asked what changes were anticipated as a result of changing to a CIO. Phil 

highlighted the conclusion of our need to pay corporation tax which will free up finances 
for use by the club to the benefit of its members. There could also be significant benefits 
from the ability to claim gift aid, which has happened already and there are plans to 
investigate how we could optimise this for the club. 

2. A member questioned theneed to increase subscriptions given we appear to be in a 
good position. Phil suggested that whilst that is the case a small increase would help 
maintain the current level of spending and continues to represent good value when 
compared with other local clubs.  

3. A follow up question was asked to last years discussion about the possibility of differing 
levels of membership fees. The Committee has discussed this request and concluded 
that it would be very difficult to administer. The situation will be monitored, but that is not 
an option at this time. 

4. A final question was asked on the matter of gift aid and whether this could be claimed on 
subscriptions. There will be further investigations into the gift aid issue and how it can 
benefit the club. 

Minor amendments to the club constitution – Phil Hall 
In November at the Club’s Special General Meeting, in agreeing to apply to the Charity 
Commission to establish The Stragglers Running Club Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(CIO), members also agreed to adopt the proposed draft constitution.  
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The club’s application to become a CIO was approved by the Charity Commission in January 
2025 and has operated as a CIO since 1 April 2025. In approving the application the Charity 
Commission requested a minor change to the club’s Objects from: 
To promote community participation in recreational running and the sport of amateur athletics for 
the health and wellbeing of all. 
To assist in the advancement of health and wellbeing of the public at large and to further such 
general charitable purposes according to the laws of England and Wales by any means as the 
charity trustees shall in their discretion determine. 

To: 
The promotion of community participation in healthy recreation in particular by the provision of 
facilities for running and athletics (and running related activities). 
To further such other charitable purposes according to the laws of England and Wales by any 
means as the charity trustees shall in their discretion determine. 
The trustees and management committee concluded that the wording change would not in any 
way affect the way the club operates nor its goals. 
It was voted unanimously to approve the amendment. 

Election of Trustees for the coming year 
Kevin explained that this is the first time we are electing Trustees for the club following our 
transition to Charity Status. We are starting off with six elected Trustees, four of whom fill the 
four officer roles for the club and two of which are elected as General Trustees. The trustees 
now elected will serve for a term of up to three years. The election took place online in advance 
of the meeting with final votes being cast on 16 July 2025. 

Four members stood for the four Officer positions, one for each position, so are elected 
unopposed. These are: 

Club Chair –  Kevin Price 
Club Treasurer – Phil Hall 
Club Secretary – Anne Woods 
Club Captain – Phil Davies 

The four Officers elected all have extensive experience serving on the club’s Committee and will 
help with the smooth transition as we begin this era as a charity. 

There were three candidates nominated for the two General Trustee positions, and I can confirm 
that the following members have been elected to those positions: 
Izabel Grindal 
Lucy Chambers 

Kevin thanked all the candidates who stood for election to serve our club as Trustees and those 
who voted in the election. We had 153 members voting in all, which is just over 25% of our club 
and a good deal larger percentage of members who are actively engaged in the club. And 
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finally, he thanked Alan Mawdsley and Heather Hodge who acted as the election scrutineers 
ensuring the process was handled and results calculated properly. 

A word about the Committee. As a charity, the Trustees are those responsible for the well-being 
of the club ensuring it is well-run, financially sound, and achieving its charitable purposes. 
However, the day-to-day operations of our club will continue to be fulfilled by a Committee, 
which we will call a Management or Club Committee. This will be a larger group than before, 
recognising the many roles and jobs performed by many members for our club, whether that be 
in race management or organisation, team management, communications, membership 
administration, kit management, leading training or run sessions, social planning and in future, 
as mentioned earlier, we will have a representative for our coaches and run leaders and for our 
faster runners who help us compete successfully in our races and on the national stage. The 
whole ethos of our club, and of amateur running, is volunteering and he took the opportunity 
again to thank everybody who volunteers, in whatever role, for our club. 

To confirm, the Board of Trustees will comprise: 
Kevin Price 
Anne Woods 
Phil Hall 
Phil Davies 
Izabel Grindal 
Lucy Chambers 
The composition of the enlarged Management Committee, will be published over the coming 
weeks. 
And now, a couple of special announcements… 

Announcement of Life Membership to The Stragglers 
The Committee have in recent years wished to acknowledge the long-serving loyalty and 
support which some of our members give to our club through the awarding of a Life 
Membership. This year, we wish to acknowledge the incredible support, which is mostly hidden 
but from wish we all benefit, given by Alan Mawdsley. Alan has been a Straggler for 20-years 
and for most of that time has either been managing our club database, developing the club’s 
website or processing and publishing our race results. Alan has been a long-serving committee 
member, former captain of our Welsh Castles team and helps with pretty much every Straggler 
event. Peter Kennedy often cites Alan’s contribution of licencing and access permission for the 
Green Belt Relay as invaluable to that race. He is also a thoroughly nice chap! As a token of our 
thanks and gratitude, on behalf of the Committee and the Trustees, I propose that the club 
bestows a life membership on Alan Mawdsley. 
It was unanimously approved to bestow a life membership on Alan Mawdesley. 

Presentation of Outstanding Contribution Award 
Kevin reported to the members that he had, the previous evening at the celebration of this 
year’s Green Belt relay, made the Outstanding Contribution Award to Peter Kennedy. 

Peter Kennedy has had a long and eventful association with The Stragglers, firstly as a regular 
member of our XC teams, former captain of the club’s Green Belt Relay team, committee 
member (Peter at one time managed the Stragglers website), member of the 2011 JOGLE team 
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and most recently, the dedicated, passionate, creative and inspirational race director of the 
Green Belt Relay. We all know how much work and commitment this role entails, and Peter has 
made it a complete family affair with Alex an integral part of the race organisation and most of 
their family playing a role before and on the race weekend. There are very few people who 
could take this role on, and fewer still who could make it the success that Peter and his brilliant 
team have done. 
The Green Belt Relay is always a highlight in the Stragglers year, and for many people in our 
running community, is cited as their favourite event of the year. It is certainly an event that The 
Stragglers are very proud of. 
So, it is with sincere thanks from everybody at The Stragglers, that the  t2025 Stragglers 
Outstanding Contribution Award, which is given in memory of Keith Haworth, is made to to Peter 
Kennedy. Whilst the award is given to Peter as a Straggler, and the award can only be 
presented to a Straggler, it should be accepted as gratitude to Peter, Alex and all their family for 
the brilliant work they have done, and I hope will continue to do for many years to come, for the 
Green Belt Relay race.  

Q&A session 
No questions were raised over and above those documented in the Treasurers report section.  
Final words and close of meeting at 21.25 

Attendees: 
Bryan Serle, Austin Molnar, Oli Bowers, Ruby Fong, Peter Wedderburn, Sue Cockle, Ray 
Cockle, Kevin Jones, Anne Williams, Carmel Brady, Phil Hall, Anne Woods,  Kevin Price, Sue 
Howarth, Ian Robertson, Alan Mawdsley, Phil Davies, Alexander Mason, Heather Hodge, Joy 
Bell, Donald Bell, Susan Walters, David Griffiths, Glynda Mortimer, Graham Mortimer, Patricia 
Ronksley, Roy Reeder, Roy Kemp, Martin Vivian, Sarah Bell, Iain Bell, Libby Fergusson, Tim 
Fergusson, Steve Baller, Nicky Hornzee, Helene Hill, Izabel Grindal, Les Brown, Pamela 
McHutchon, Matt Parker, Pavel Przepiorski, Simon Brazil, Lucy Chambers, Rob Chambers, Alex 
Willson, Devid Venter, Duncan McConnell, Alex Mason, Steve Giddings, Ed Randall, Sarah 
Randall, Lisa Bailey, Nick Goodchild, Tim Wood, Maxine Keelly, Gareth Pritchard, Ted Fraser, 
Tara Holt, Andrew McCrorie, David Brewin, Neil Mitchell. (59 members) 
Attendees online: 
Julie Holmes, Mary Allen, Crispin Allen, Sue Hall, Richard Steeden, Stuart Thompson, Sally 
Boulton, Paul Keeler, Fraser Wigley, Jacky Sinclair, John Greaves, Simon Whitfield, Wendy 
White. (13 members) 
Apologies to anyone who attended and were not on the sign in sheet.
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